The Covered Bridge of Pepperell

172-An uncovered wooden bridge historically ref
Fordway , links Groton West Parish and GrotGosti Unknown

1753- As Pepperell becomes a district, Groton and Peppeaseliss joint responsibilities to
maintain two cart bridges now at the borders of the two towns, with each town taking ownership to
maintain their half of the bridge to the middle of the river.

Sept 16 1754 Agreement is documented stating that Peppefi#lmaintain the cart bridge at
Joseph Blooddés Fordway and Groton wi-place. mai nt a

1775- Groton and Hollis Minutemen respond to the call against the British regulars in Lexington
and Concord. With their husbdsin Lexington, agroupof3® 0 women dr essed i n
and lead by Prudence Wright of Pepperell, defend the bridge crossing against British spies.

March 318181 Gr ot on t own history states that @ADays

smw and causes a flood, which does i mmense dal
Jewett 6s bridges carried away. o The bridge i
date.

1844Bridge Crossing

18477 Thebridge was rebuilas a 147foot-long, 10 ton capacitgoveredattice trussstructure
made primarily of bestnut pegs and timbers frather bridgs in the arearhis bridge represented
the boundary between Pepperell and Groton until E8sirhe boundary line was in theiddle of



the bridge. The town requested a bridge to be modeled after the covered bridge in Hollis known as
theRunndbs Bridge which cost $220 0 the ne@adyeataicost Par k
of $1200,but the resulting bridge was considesedinferior to the Hollis bridge that the town of
Peppereldemanded a warranfgr ten yearsand paid Parker $1.00 for eapharof the warranty

The Pepperell bridge lasted about 36 years longer than the Runnells Brid&1200
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1920i/A5 f oot wide sidewal k i s added araits fieldgsjone he br
footings areeplaced with concrete piers. The bridgen@ved 12 foot upstream on therthern side

and 2 feet dowstream on the southern sid

193671 The bridge survives the historic March Flood with minor damage while the bridge crossing a
short distance upstream on Main Stiiseteverelydamaged from floogaters.

195071 Bridge weight limit is reduced to 4 ton capacity.



July 6 1958i The decaying covered bridgeinadequate to handle the car and truck traffic
generated by Pepperell 6s post World War |1 gr

1962- 19637 A new covered bridge is built amtbdicatecon November 4 1963, named the Chester
H. Waterous Bridge after the legislator who won funding foftie 20 ton capacitpratt tuss
structure isl84 feet long with 105 feet being covered including two 8 foot walkways.

Cost- $233,000




March 199871 An inspection concludes the bridgemspoor condition and is in critical need of
paint and coating.

December 1998 The town is toldhe rebuild will be part of the next round of projects slated
for 2000.

January 20007 The bridge remains a high priority but daily repairs to the pavedcsurésults
in a lowering of the load limit to 6 tons.

November 2000" The project is assigned to a consulting engineer after Rep. Robert Hargraves
and Sen. Steve Panagiotakos become involrRmbert E. Lee, Pepperell Town Enginegasjsts
again, thathe iconic bridge should be an-&iinber structure.

June 20017 The first surveyors arrive.

November 2001 Structural engineers conclutfeatthe bridge cannot carry modern loads.

June 2002 MassHighway aggees to rebuild the bridge as a timber covebeidge, using a
design devised for another town.

June 2004 The bridgeds condition is now described
February 20057 The town is directed to obtain easements on abutting land from the Dept. of

Fisheries and Wildlife. Bridge reconstructisrto start in the summer of 2006 and end in spring
2008. Cost is estimated at $2.3 million




